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Erythronium dens-canis 
 



Erythronium  

dens-canis 
 

Every so often when I 

am going travelling I 

have to prepare a Bulb 

Log in advance so that it 

can be uploaded and 

available by mid-day on 

Wednesday -  this is one 

of these as I will be in 

Bath to give a talk. 

These dark flowered and 

dark marked leaved 

forms of Erythronium 

dens-canis are always 

the first of this species 

to flower for us. They 

are among a number of 

bulbs I raised from seed 

which are growing in a 

plunge basket; the 

others which are not 

showing yet always 

flower later.  

 

 
Erythronium dens-canis 

The shoots of some of the later flowering ones can just be seen just poking through the ground here. 



 
Erythronium dens-canis 

Some years ago I received some seed of the most eastern known range of Erythronium dens-canis and it brought a 

new variation to all the other forms I have grown or seen before namely that the pollen was a yellow/brown colour 

and not the dark purple that I had come to believe was typical. This adds to my belief that we should always be 

cautious about being definitive in either the characteristics of a species or of its distribution in the wild as both are 

defined by our own or collective experiences so we need to keep an open mind to new discoveries.. 



 
Erythronium caucasicum 

 

Of all the Erythronium caucasicum we grow, the majority of which I have raised from seed, none have increased by 

forming secondary growths from the bulb at any speed in fact some have remained as a single growth for many 

years.  I am pleased to see this plant has now given rise to three flowering stems so I can hope that if I keep raising 

them from seed that I may eventually raise a clone that will increase in this way. 


