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oIIatingtheAIIium wallichii flowers gaveane the opportunity téurther test

Obsernga large number afasps p
my new camera andjore importantly for mgo learnits functionssol canachievethe bespossiblemages
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| took almost as many pictures as there were wasgin the settings antbdes- | got the best resultsyhich
| share wih you here, by using the flash to freeze the movement of the wasps which also alividedrage

aperture giving reasonably good depth of field.
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While the wasps seem to be attractethe Allium it is ostly veﬂies that | see around the Colchicdilowers

howeverl have not seeso many of them around so far this year.

This grouping ofCyclamen hederifolium is growing in deep shade under a mixed canopy trees, rubs and t
foliage of various herbaceous plants.




Crocus speciosus ‘Orla’seedling Crocus kotschyanus seedling




This pot ofCrocus vallicola, whichis perhaps my favourite specigspendsnost of the year in an open frame
however | broughit into the shelter of thbulb house to both enjoy its flowers and encourage successful
fertilisation.
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Among the first bulbs to respond to the watering aréStlaenbergla the|r roots push down |nto the ground and
sometimes if there is not sufficient weight above them the roots push the bulb out of the ground as shéwm he

had not topped off the pot with gravel the weight above the bulbs was not sutbdiatance the downward thrust
of the rootssoall the bulbs in this pgiushed up as their roots hit the bottom.

| am always excited when | repot a group of seedllng bulbs for the flrst time and hat |s the case Wlththese
Allium nevskianum - seedsown ina 7cm pot irc014.
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Allium nevskianum bulbs
One of the most important
observations to makehen repotting
seedling bulbs for the first time is the
depth to which the seedlings have
taken themselves. In this case the & 4
bulbs were all clusted at the very : = #
base of th&cmpot so it is important that | replant them to at least the same depth. Above you can see how |
7cm seed pot to check the depth of compost to put intbliti® pot before | place the bulbs.
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Fritillaria pinardii bulbs
I am still working my way through repotting the many hundreds of pots of bulbs wesgobwas these Fritillaria
which are nice and healtlinavinggrown well but this is not always the case. It is very easy for some bulbs more
accustomed to growing in hdrier environments to become be too wet and start to rot when grown in a plastic

in our climate.




eIp the bulbs that prefer a drier environment adjust to the conditions of a pl
pot. | had observed that it wadei just the bulbs towards the centre of the pot that were affected by rot those
around the outside edge were fine so | thought to place a small clay pot filled with gravel in the centre to allo

Here you see hdalh y
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Having already converted some of the bulb house plunges over to sand beds where | plant the bulbs directly
sand | have now decided to do this with a lot of thellara in an attempt to bring theumberof pots | need to
replant annuallglownto an achievable amount. Since we first became interested in growing bulbs the number
pots we have grown has increased year on year and that is fine to begin wh#ré&gbmes a point when you are

no longer able tocope. Having removed all the pdtem the plunge added some more sand to the layer that the
pots stood on and started to place the batbsremoved them from the pots.
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Some like theseéritillaria sewerzowii alreaalyhae the first roots emerg
tubers around the edge near the glass




Now | am almost finished the plunge is ready to be topped off with sand to which | will add a scattering of a 7
N-P-K fertiliser before | water it




| wrote last week how ruge like small gardens amd such they require much of the same attention from th
gardener such as managing the growth so one plant does not take over at the exclusion of all the others. | pl

this trough with plats from New Zealand and it was to feature some of the diaphylla species that | love so
much however another plaAtrothamnus (Leucopogon) colensoi grows so well that to retain the balance | have
to regularly trim it back- can you spot the differeadetween these before (above) and after (below) pictures.
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growth toallow sufficient light througho sustain the under plantingsthe bedsbelow.

The material |
removed from the
Acrothamnus
colensoi will
provide cutting
material to root in
moist sand over
the winter.

No matter what
scale we are
gardening on it is
a matter of
managingle
balance so that all
plants can thrive.
If we did nothing
the bigger plants,
trees and shrubs,
would grow
blocking out the
light preventing
the under
plantings from
thriving.




You can see how
densehe canopyf
Rhododendrons and |
treeshas grown-
especially this year
sothinning ona
regular basiss
required It seems
very brutal to have to 5
remove large sections
of some plants
especially the
beautiful new foliage
of some
Rhododendrons
however | am
reassured that the
material is going to
be shredded,
composted then
returned to the
ground as a mah in
the winterreturning
the goodnesw the
sal.
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o At s
lick this link to watchaBulb Log Video Diary Supplememf me andny shredder at work and the resulting
material bound for the compost.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dan4tpZ-wRo

It is hard enouglhavingto

cut back all the lovely
Rhododendroroliage but |
also have to renvesome

fat flower buds and so deny
ourselves these flowers next
spring It is all too easy to
decide to do the pruning at
the “ideal ti
flowers pass in the spring
but all too often we intend

to do this and for whatever
reason weo don
another years growth
remains unchecked which
leads me to one of my own
answers to the question
‘“when is the

There are two best times
one is the best time for the
plant and the other is the
best time for the gardener
when they have timand
remember.
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A section through this Rhododendrdacorumbud shows the embryo flowers already formed.
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of Colchicum fl oweri n:q




