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Growingso many early flowering plantaeanour garden bursts into flower many months before otimeosii

neighbourhood. Beautiful combinatioagsesuch as that shown above whtérenew leaves and flowers of an

Epimedium come through the black leaves of Ophiopogon planiscapus nigrescens with Corydalis malkensis
lageproviding a back drop.

nsisis among the first athe genus to flower in owarden and it is onef thoseplants that gently
seeds itself aund- a characteristic that | like. With a bit of help distributing the seed around other beds it form:
nice link all around theagden and by mieMay it has gone back underground until next yéae weather

conditions of each year govenich plants will flower simultaneously diit is fascinating how the displayom

the same plants in the same bedsies each year. This geCorydalis malkensis is flowering ahead of Corydalis
solida which is just starting come into flower now.
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Bulb Bed

Checking back the

bulb bed is ahead

with much more SRS
leafy growth than it BE=
hadon the same o
datelast year.

This is one of the

factors thatetain

my interest year

after year the same =
beds with the same f A
plants respond to  FE@ L
the weather

conditions

providing almost

infinite variations

on a theme. Add

into the equation

the plantdincrease

and | will never

lose my interest.




| reworked this narm strip between the path, the raised beds and sand plunge last y&arbseg 3713 using
broken concrete blocks and decided to plant it up with Hepatica and Gsitpdaitovide a colourful mix early in

the year.

| am now seeing the first flowering and the effect is exactly whatntedto create mixed colours of Hepatica
flowers coming through the ferny foliage of the Corydali®seflowers also add to thcolourful effectAs the
season progresses the Corydalis will go underground and the Hepatica leaves will provide interest for the res
year until | cut them back in the winter. | have also been considering adding some Cyclamen ctyimga@d

mirakile perhapsto give autumn and winter flowers.



