| return to the Narcissus hybrid | showed last
week as more flowers have been encouraged
by the smshine to open. We have the
impression that we have enjoyed good
weather this November and that is partly true
as here in the North East of Scotland we have
had a lot of sunshine hours but the
temperature turns out to match the seasonal
average. This couldxplain why we currently
have fewer Narcissus in flower than we have
. had in some previous years. | believe that it is
largely the temperaturafter roots have
emergedthat controls when the flowers will
expand and open so while the sunshine gave
me theimpression it had been good weather
the record shows it was nittat mild.

There has been much discussion on what
triggers bulb growth and flowering time both
on the SRGC forum and on the PBS site
which are well worth reading.

Crocus biflorus




Crocus are among a numbe
of bulbous geerathat have
autumn and spring flowerin
species, forms or varieties
Crocus biflorusaboveis in
flower now while other close ¢
relatives wait until spring
before tley will bloom

Some types evolvetb
capitalise on autumn
pollinators while others wait
until the better spring
weather. Some of the
autumn ones also produce
early leavesas seen below
while othes havdeavesthat
grow slowly through winter
to fully develop in the
spring.What controls these #
growthpatterns is one of the}
great mysteriesf bulbsthat
fascinateme

Some bulbs must have a
requirementdr a cold
period after they have
rooted, before they flower
while others do not.
Obviously the weather and environment of their native habitats has baeaithfluence on when bulbs flower
So, when they are grown in the alien and varying conditions of our gariheysrespand to our changeable
conditions- they d‘o not follow the calendar




Tecophilaea corms
The majority of the bulbs that we grow comenfra classic Mediterranean type climateool moist autumn, cold
moist winter warming wet sprindgollowed by ahot dry summert their growth pattern has evolved to respond to
triggers within this climatic type. Every so often something happens in owrgtrat gives me another clue to
understanding their mystery. On the 15th of April 26tthe Tecophilaea cormasrivedthat had been raised in the
Southern hemisphefiethey are basically six months out of sync with plantswhich at thattime were going out
of flower and into setting seed. | planted thevie®rms and watered them as | had done with our own plants so
six months earlier and by the"28une they were growing normally and in full flowgrey had gone from being
dormant to flowering in around 40 days.

Tecophilaea flowers
What does this teme? The main lesson that | can take from this is that Tecophilaeactgans do not require a
cold winter to initiate the flower growthif they did they would not have flowered until the following spring.
However the lesson did not end there. These corms went dormant as the summer progredsesgpotted them
when ttey dried off and was pleased to see that despite the much shortened growindgrssakad all produced




good sized new cormsome also had offset®low they were at the same stage avgth as ouown corms and
were given the exact same treatment getting a good soaking in September and kept moist. However no signs
growth appeared in December as | expedand indeed they did not grow at all the following y&&x1 3.1 checked
the cormsn spring of 2013 they looked good and were firm but showed no signs of any root or shoot growth s
allowed the compost to dry off. | started them again this September along with fll our other bulbs.

This week | see the first S|gns ofosths on our ow Tecophllaea jUSt breaklng the surface so | decided to have a
poke |nto the corms that came from the Southern hemlsphere
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| prodded very carefully so as not to damage any delicate growth and to my delight | was greeted with shoots
slowly pushing upwarsl So what prevented these corms from growing last year, what trigger hawitssed?
They got the autumn rain, the cold winter, the rising temperature in the spring but what they missed was the
summer warm. 2012 was the year that we had no summetioasdit was cold and wet for all of our summer
months so | speculate that Tecophilaea corms have a requirement for a minimum(hot) temperature for a set |
during what we call the dormant period. Whenfisg got them it was autumn in the southern hemispkerthey
already had the hot sumnemwn therethey got a cool wet periogthen | planted therand they flowered but as
they went back and dried off they got no heat so did not react to the cool moist conditions | applied in autumn
2012. This year we haveada good summer sodly have responded and are now coming back into active growtt
| am interested to see how they will grow next sprcauld any flowers survive this prolonged rest periGa®
own corms did flowethis year, 2013because@s they were goindormant in April/May of 2012ve hada heat
wavegiving them a bt periodthis coincided with the growth of éhsouthern cormi® grow and flower but then the
weather went cold and wsb they got no hot period.



Sternbergia leaves

While 1 am on the topic of heat treatments | have always attributed the lack of flooversur Sternbergia bulbs
to our lack of summer heat, even under glasshouse treatment. | cannot use that excuse this year as we had ¢

summer with the glasshouse temperatures often rising well above 30C so there must be something else that |
missing.

My thoughts must turn back to feedih@m| giving them enough of the correct fertiliser? Am | giving them it at
the time they requirg? | have always delayed giving thetamn flowering bulbgotassium supplements until the
late winter, usually around February, but now | am wondering if some, lsultis as Sternbergiactually start to



