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I chose the picture of the Salix 

lanata island to feature on the 

cover because in many ways it 

reveals the source and 

inspiration of our garden and 

what we are trying to achieve. 

I love the wild beauty of 

nature where opportunism and 

chaos abound.  

Salix lanata can grow very 

large so having seen one 

growing in a pond in the late 

Jack Croslandôs garden gave 

me the idea to plant one in a 

pot and semi-submerge it on a 

pile of bricks in the pond. This 

has restricted its growth but I 

never imagined that 

Dactylorhiza orchids would 

self-seed into the pot never 

mind thrive there. Other 

opportunists such as birch and 

Vacciniums have also seeded in but this is where the gardener has to act as the referee and I remove them to prevent 

them from taking over the pot. 

 

 

I consider 

the garden 

as another 

medium 

for me to 

express 

my art and 

just like 

my 

sculptures, 

drawings, 

prints or 

paintings 

it goes 

through 

many 

changes in 

the 

process. 

Asked 

when is an 

art work 

finished, 

the answer 

would 

have to be 

when it is 

taken away from me because it is often the case that I will continue to work and make changes. This is especially 

the case when you revisit a work after some years because you bring to it the new knowledge and experience you 

have gained in the intervening years. If I were building this pond now it would be different as my objectives have 

changed as I matured however  few weeks ago I decided to rework part of the layout   creating a new habitat within 

the original layout of the pond.  


