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I love Lilium nepalense; a plant we 

used to grow when we were first 

creating new beds in the garden 

their bulbs enjoyed the freshly dug 

organic-rich conditions. They did 

not always come up where expected 

as they produce underground stems 

that run around before sending up a 

flower stem. As our trees and shrubs 

became more established their roots 

prevented us digging in the annual 

mulch from the compost heaps 

which now had to be spread on the 

surface and Lilium nepalense 

dwindled and disappeared. Last 

autumn I took the opportunity of the 

reworked front garden to plant some 

bulbs into the humus rich holes left 

by the removal of shrub roots.      

                                                                                                                              

 

Lilium nepalense 

 

The graceful arching stem, 

which in this case is further 

weighed down by 

Tropaeolum speciosum, is 

topped off with the most 

elegant funnel shaped 

flower with recurved tips 

reminding me of a classical 

roof line on a Chinese 

temple or palace.  

The dramatic effect is 

further enhanced if you tilt 

the flower to see the 

stunning dark colour. 

Gardening, like life, 

presents us with a series of 

choices - from these we 

need to take decisions 

which in turn are dependent 

on the time we have and our 

ability.  

My way has always been to 

observe, analyse and then 

take the appropriate action.  

I do not always have the 

time to take action, also as 

we get older our ability to 

carry out the heavier work 

diminishes ï ironically at 

the same time our 

knowledge and 

understanding increases. 

Our late friend and mentor 

Harold Esslemont used to tell us that gardeners need two lifetimes - one to learn and one to do.  



 
I do not normally repot seedling bulbs in their first year after germination, preferring to leave them until at least the 

end of their second year of growth however I did tip out this pot of Allium platycaule . I took particular notice of 

the depth that the bulbs had taken themselves down to, almost the bottom of the 8cm deep plastic pot, and replanted 

them back at the same depth. Ideally I would like to re-pot all the bulbs every year but we grow so many in pots 

that, along with all the other garden work, I can no longer manage them all. I try and work through systematically 

so they get done perhaps every two or three years ï some of my special favourites will get favoured attention. 

  

 

I believe it is the 

falling temperatures 

of Autumn that 

triggers the bulbs 

roots into growth and 

the temperature in 

our bulb house has 

been kept relatively 

high by a recent spell 

of sunshine, too high 

for me to work in 

during the day, so I 

have decided to 

delay the watering 

for about a week, 

giving me more time 

to catch up. 

The majority of the 

Fritillaria also seem 

to root later than the 

Narcissus so I rep-

pot them last. 

 



 
 

Meconopsis seedlings 

 

We have to be proactive in our 

decisions ï I showed these 

Meconopsis seedlings, which have 

self-sown into the Erythronium 

sand plunge, a few weeks ago 

saying that I would not lift them 

until the spring growth appeared. 

Many rock garden plants come 

into growth and flower early in the 

year then to cope with hot dry 

summer conditions they go into a 

semi-dormant stateï they then 

have a second period of growth as 

the temperatures fall and autumn 

rains come.  

I have found that it is best not to 

disturb plants during the dry 

period however this yearôs cool 

wet summer has resulted in these 

Meconopsis growing on very well 

so I have chosen to lift and replant 

them into the garden now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


