/ BULB LOG 35}\\/

»\.‘w




Lilium nepalense

The graceful arching stem
which in this case is fther
weighed down by
Tropaeolum speciosursg
topped off with the most
elegant funnel shaped
flower with recurved tips
reminding me of a classical
roof line on a Chinese
temple or palace.

The dramatic effect is
further enhanced if you tilt
the flower tosee the
stunning dark colour.
Gardeninglike life,
presents us with a series of
choices from these we
need to take decisions
which in turn are dependent
onthetime we haveandour
ability.

My way has always been to
observe, analyse and then
take the appropriate action
| do not always have the
time to takeaction alsoas
we get oldepur ability to
carry out the heavier work
diminishesi ironically at
the same timeur
knowledge and
understanding increases
Our latefriend and mentor

I love Lilium nepalense a dantwe
used to grow when we were first
creating new beds imé garden

thar bulbsenjoyed the freshly dug
organicrich conditions. They did

not always come up where expected
as they produce underground stems
that run around before isging up a
flower stem. As outrees and shrubs
became more established th&iots
prevented us digging in the annual
mulch from the compost heaps
which now had to be spread on the
surfaceandLilium nepalense
dwindled and disappeared. Last
autumn | took the opportunity of the
reworked front garden to plant some
bulbs into the humusah holedleft

by the removabf shrubroots

Harold Estemont used to tell us thgardenersieed two liféimes- one to learn and one to do.




I do not normally rept seedling bulbs in their first year after germinatipreferring to leave them until at least the
end of their scond year of growth however | did tip out this poAium platycaule. | took particuar notice of

the depththatthe bulbshad taken themselves down to, almost the bottom @dimedeepplasticpot, and replanted
them back at the same depiiteally | would like to repot all the bulb®very year but we grow so maimypots
that, alongwith all the other garden workcan no longemanagehem all.l try and work through systematically
so they get done perhaps every two or three yesosne of my special favourites will giavoured attention.

| believe it is the
falling temperatures
of Autumn that
triggers the bulbs
roots into growtrand
thetemperaturén

our bulb houséas
been kept relatively
high bya recent spell
of sunshingtoo high
for me towork in
during the daysol
have decided to
delay the watering
for about a week
giving me more time
to catch up

The majority of the
Fritillaria also seem
to root later than the
Narcissus so | rep
pot them last.




Meconopsis seedlings

We have to be proactive in our
decisiong | shaved these
Mecoropsis seedlingsvhich have
selfsown into the Erythronium
sand plungea few weeksgo
saying that | would not lift them
until the spring growth appeared
Many rock garden plants come
into growth and floweearly in the
year therto cope withhot dy
summer conditionthey gointo a
semidormant stafethey then
have a second period of growth as
the temperatures fall and autumn
rains come

I have found that it iBest not to
disturbplants during the dry
period loweverthisy e aqod@ s
wet summer has resulted in siee
Meconopsiggrowingon very well
so | havechosen to lift and replant
them into the garden now.



