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Fritillaria stenanthera  
 

So far this year I have not 

mentioned much about the 

fritillaries as there have 

always been other things 

taking my focus but now the 

likes of Fritillaria 

stenanthera is in full 

glorious flower, my 

attention has been captured. 

 

A member of the distinctive 

Rhinopetalum group so 

named because of the deep 

horn-like nectary pits at the 

back of the petals.(Greek; 

rhino, nose) Some botanists 

split this group off into its 

own genus and so they 

would call this species 

Rhinopetalum stenanthera. 

 

 

 
Fritillaria pinardii  

Just appearing on the left of the previous picture you will see a pot of Fritillaria pinardii one of many fritillaries 

with a brown and yellow colour combination. This is one of many in this variable species.  



 
Fr itillaria chitralens is 

 

Fritillaria 

chitralensis 

is the smallest 

member of the 

Fritillaria imperialis 

section and is a real 

star. Here the four 

flowers are held at 

the top of a short, 

20cm, stem. 

Depending on the 

growing conditions 

some years the stem 

has been nearer 

30cms tall.  

 

Looking inside we 

see the nectary pits 

have a dark rim and 

contain a tasty liquid 

which has evolved to 

help attract 

pollinators in to the 

flower. 

 

 



 

Another of my 

favourite species is 

Fritillaria 

sewerzowii. 

I have raised a 

number of forms 

from seed and as 

with all plants it is 

the variation within 

the offspring that I 

find so fascinating. 

This form has a 

lovely structure with 

its tiered glaucous 

leaves leading up to 

the multiple flowers 

each with its own 

bract ï another good 

feature of this form is 

that it increases well 

by division of the 

bulb. 

                                                                                                Fritillaria sewerzowii  
 

 
Here a form of Fritillaria sewerzowii  raised from seed collected in the Gulkan Valley of Central Asia has larger 

flowers than the previous one and of a darker colour. 


