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Corydalis flexuosa 

Art in the garden and the garden as Art are one and the same thing to me. Gardening is just another medium to 

practise and express our creativity no matter whether it is a metal sculpture, drawings, paintings or the layout and 

planting up of the garden, all involve the creative process, bringing pleasure and frustration in equal measure.  

One thing being an 

artist teaches you is not 

only to look but also to 

see what is before you 

ï that is to observe 

carefully. 

 

The majority of the 

blue in both these 

pictures comes from 

the flowers of 

Corydalis flexuosa. 

There were a number of 

clones of this species 

introduced which have 

become established in 

cultivation ï I found 

that some clones did 

not persist in our 

garden perhaps they 

could not adapt to our 

conditions but the one 

pictured is very happy 

and even seeds around. 



 

Here the foreground is 

dominated by Corydlais 

flexousa with a similar taller 

growing plant behind ï here the 

differences are obvious- taller 

growing, paler leaves, later 

flowering are the most obvious. 

It was by observation that I first 

discovered Corydalis óCraigton 

Blueô seeded into the gravel area, 

shown below, and it was easy to 

work out what the parents were. 

Corydalis omieana (previously 

confused with C. elata) and 

Corydalis flexousa both of which 

grew nearby and the features of 

the resulting plants were 

intermediate between the 

parents. 
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I wrote in Bulb Log 26 2005: The name x Craigton Blue refers to a group of seedlings that arose between Corydalis 

elata (now omieana) and C. flexuosa. Some years ago there was a massive seed set on C. elata (now omieana).  

I sowed some seed in pots but most did not germinate so I spread the compost on the garden. The majority of the 

seeds had scattered themselves in the gravel area in front of the bed and that is where I noticed plants germinating   

- resulting in the initial crop Corydalis x Craigton Blue. I now know that C. óCraigton Blueô is fertile, setting some 

seeds most years with the resulting offspring showing slight variations from the original crossing. 


