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Dactylorhiza fuchsii  

The hardy Dactylorhiza orchids are the dominant flowering plant in the garden just now and they 

are quite a spectacle. 



 
Dactylorhiza fuchsii  is one of the native species and can be found all around the country and the seaside in 

Scotland ï we always have a few but they are slow to increase especially when compared with some of the bigger 

garden hybrids 

that involve D. 

elata and 

foliosa as well. 

Like many 

other growers 

we have 

previously had 

problems with 

fungal attacks 

that manifested 

as black spots 

on the leaves 

and or tuber 

which 

ultimately lead 

to the demise 

of the plant. 

Fortunately we 

had always 

allowed them 

to seed freely 

and often we 

scattered the 

seeds around 

the garden 

including in the troughs. This attractive vignette displays one such self-sown group of orchids and a self-sown fern 

ï all I had to do was to bring the two troughs together. 



 
We were quite devastated when we lost so many treasured Dactylorhiza to the óblack deathô all those years ago but 

over the intervening years our stocks have grown massively by lifting mature plants out of some of the troughs and 

increasing them in the garden beds. Previously almost all our plants were of one or two clones increased 

vegetatively while now we have any number of clones each of which we have also increased by division. 

 

Chance 

seedlings 

appear in the 

strangest of 

places. 

They germinate 

in the most 

unlikely areas 

that are not 

actively being 

cultivated or 

not being 

disturbed by 

us. They have 

never appeared 

in the more 

nutrient rich or 

cultivated areas 

where we 

eventually 

plant and grow 

them on. 


