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Seed time ;
/i
It is always exciting when seed /4
arrives as this batch did just the day/ 8
before | left to speak at the Wordd
Bulbs 5in Birmingham last week.
| quickly sorted it into types and
made labels all the Narcissus and
Crocus were soaked overnight in
water to which | added tiny .
amount of soap, just engh to break f;
the surface tension.

| find milk bottle topsare ideal for this as they can be placed in the pot ready to be sown the next day. Make st
the seed sinks into the waiesometimes it just floats on the surface but a stir around should submerge it as ab

_— |

The next day the seed will
have plumped upnd it is
my experience that soaking
stored sed like this
improves both theate and
the speed ojermination.

You will also notice that |
) = have barely half filled the

< A— pots with compost that is
because | always sow
© Crocus and Narcissus seeds
- deep atleast half way down
in the pot.



Narcissus bubocodium
It enjoyed my trip to Birmingham and was pleased to have feedback and encouragemersdrigotinere who

follow the Bulb Log. Even though | was traveling light with only a small cabin baggage allowaoaéd not resist
buying this lovely Narcissus Haocodium which has the most green on the petals and the tube that | have seen

| have done quite a

bit of pollinating

since | came home
using pollen from this
plant in the hope that

| can get this green
feature into other
formsT that is if the
weather ionducive

to seed set. Up until ‘
now the weather has [
been so cold and
damp that the pollen
rotted on the anthers
and even when the
pollen was good it
was too cold for it to
grow down and
fertilise the see. In
fact it has been so
damp that as soon as
the flowers start to go
over they become
saturated with water, | can wring them out, and so | have had to remove them to prevent grey moulds from he
the plants.




Thelight levels and temperature are now rising and it is amazing how flowers have sprung up in the few days
have been down souththe garden is bursting in to bloom.




Bulbs have evolved to come into flower quickly capitalising on a showigg seasoii snow drops are
everywhere.

The silver leaves of a Celmisia make a suitable foreground with groups of Galanthus in the background.



