
BOOK LIST - JULY 2009
The Scottish Rock Garden Club operates a book selling function as a service to members and it 
is intended to be non-profit making. All the books we offer are discounted by at least 10% as a 
way of saying thank you for supporting us. Most of the titles on offer would be difficult to find 
in the High Street as we only stock specialist books. 
This list in the Secretary’s Pages allows room for little more than the book title and author. 
If you think a title is interesting but are not familiar with the book you are welcome to con-
tact me with your query and I will try to provide you with further information or a personal 
opinion on the book. The books are taken to most of the Scottish shows as well as Discussion 
Weekend and AGM so that members can browse them there.
A big bugbear is the cost of postage and there is nothing that I can do to alleviate this. The or-
der form gives a percentage to add to the retail price of the book to cover p&p and this seems 
to work pretty well in most instances. I have yet to approach a customer because the actual 
cost works out at much higher than that calculated and absorb small undercharges within the 
operation of the service.
I do regular web searches to find new titles to add to the list but always welcome outside sug-
gestions. If you know of a new book appropriate for the SRGC list I would like to hear from 
you with details of the book and its publisher.
In the meantime thank you for perusing the list, happy reading!

David Shaw, Publications Manager

	 TITLE	 AUTHOR	 RRP           Members
			   £	 Price £		
Alpine Plants of Europe	 Jum Jermyn	 25:00	 22:50
Alpine Plants of North America	 Graham Nicols	 35:00	 31:50
Aroides	 Deni Brown	 25:00	 22:50
Bleeding Hearts, Corydalis and Relatives	 Liden/Zetterlund	 25:00	 22:50
Blue Heaven: Encounters with the Blue Poppy	 Bill Terry	 21:00	 19:00
Blueberries, Cranberries and other Vacciniums	 J Trehane	 22:50	 20:00
Botany for Gardeners	 Brian Capon	 14:99	 13:50
Bulbs in Containers	 Rod Leeds	 20:00	 18:00
Buried Treasures	 Janis Ruksans	 30:00	 27:00
Calochortus	 Gerritson/Parsons	20:00	 18:00
Ceanothus 	 Foss/Wilken	 30:00	 27:00
Columbines 	 R Nold	 17:99	 16:00
Complete Shade Gardener	 George Schenk	 16:99	 15:30
Conifers	 Richard Bitner	 40:00	 36:00
Daphnes: Practical Guide for Gardeners	 Robin White	 25:00	 22:50

James Christie — Obituary

Our friend James Christie died on 28 February 2009 after a short illness. When we 
joined the SRGC in 1960, Jim was already winning prizes at the alpine flower show in 
the Marryat Hall in Dundee. In those days only a railway bridge or ferry connected 
Fife to Dundee and he told us he brought plants on the train from Guardbridge, 
where he was an engineer in the paper mill. Living between St Andrews and Dundee, 
Jim was an active member of both those SRGC groups after he joined in 1957. 
For twelve years Jim and his friend Morris Wilson were in charge of posting seed 
requests to members throughout the world. With such an obviously reliable character, 
the Post Office staff trusted Jim to weigh and stamp each package, saving them the 
task. We who helped Jim had to redo packages if we made them too heavy with bub-
ble wrap. He did a stint on SRGC council and in 2003 was presented with our club’s 
highest award, the SRGC Golden Jubilee Salver, for his dedicated seed distribution 
work.
Jim was a friendly burly chap originally from Maybole in Ayrshire. Born in 1926, he 
married Kate in 1949 and they had a daughter Sheila. We always knew Jim as a sober, 
serious and quiet man but remember Kate’s telling us of Jim’s arguments with Sheila 
whenever she came home dressed outlandishly from Art College. Kate is now staying 
in Peebles with Sheila and her husband Colin. 
A calm deliberate man who made a very careful job of anything he touched, Jim grew 
and flowered the difficult Boykinia jamesii very successfully for many years - in a heap 
of old boiler ash. He was also proud of a 
magnificent Daphne arbuscula that used 
to grow below the front window until a 
window cleaner eventually stood on it! 
His plant interests stretched further than 
alpines; he had wide knowledge of trees 
and shrubs and as a Friend of St An-
drews Botanic Garden he often guided 
visitors around. 
We all miss a lovely man. 

Margaret & Henry Taylor 



DEATHS

Kath Dryden VHM, former president of the AGS and honorary vice president of the 
SRGC died on 18 May, her obituary can be read in the July edition of the journal.

The Club has received intimation of the death of the following members: Mr A Blee, 
New Zealand; Mr W Hastings, Brentwood; Mr H Heyward, Worthing; Mr S Truscott,	
 Truro; Mr P Seymour, Canada; Mrs K Gordon, Glasgow; Mr J Herdramm, Germany; 
Mr H Payne, Leeds; Mrs L Pollard, Dumfries; Mr I Minty	, Huntly; Mr J Christie, St 
Andrews; Mrs M Minns, Carlisle; Mr J Imlah, Crieff; Mr A Mackenzie, Edinburgh.

We extend our sympathies to their families and friends.

CAN YOU HELP THE CLUB?

We are looking for people to assist the Scottish Rock Garden Club.  Do you think you 
can help?  If so and you would like to find out more about what is involved, please 
get in touch with the contact named below. 

Press Officer	 Immediate Vacancy
The post would involve writing press releases and developing links with both local 
and national press and other media.

Contact	Sandy Leven  Tel 01786 824 064	

Treasurer	 Becomes vacant July 2010
Ann will have held the post of treasurer for three years when she demits office at the 
end of June 2010. We would ask all SRGC members to consider if they, or someone 
whom they know, is able to take on this extremely important role within the club.

Contact	Ann Christie  Tel 01575 572 977

Seed Packeting
An annual requirement, packeting seed can be a great deal of fun — especially if you 
get together as part of a group.

Contact Ian Pryde Tel 01875 615 185

The Club can only survive if members step forward to help with its running — if you 
can help in any way please do step forward!

	 TITLE	 AUTHOR	 RRP           Members
			   £	 Price £

Dogwoods	 Capiello/Shadow	 25:00	 22:50
Dwarf Campanulas 	 Graham Nicols	 25:00	 22:50
Gardeners Peony	 Martin Page	 25:00	 22:50
Gardening with Hardy Geraniums	 Birgitte Bendsten	 19:99	 18:00
Gardening with Woodland Plants	 Karan Junker	 30:00	 27:00
Genus Paeonia	 JJ Halda	 24:99	 22:50
Genus Pleione	 Cribb/Butterfield	 27:50	 25:00
Genus Roscoea   	 Jill Cowley	 33:00	 29:50
Genus Sorbus 	 Hugh McAllister	 32:00	 29:50
Growing Hardy Orchids 	 John Tulloch	 20:00	 18:00
Hardy Gingers 	 TM Branney	 25:00	 22:50
Hardy Rhododendron Species	 James Cullen	 35:00	 31:50
Hellebores 	 Burrell/Tyler	 25:00	 22:50
Himalayan Garden 	 Jim Jermyn	 24:95	 22:00
Irises	 Clare Austin	 35:00	 31:50
Ophrys- Bee orchids of Europe	 Pedersen/Faurholt	33:00	 29:50
Planthunter’s Garden	 Bobby Ward	 29:99	 27:00
Plants from the Edge of the World	 Flanagan/Kirkham25:00	 22:50
Plantsman in Nepal	 Roy Lancaster	 35:00	 31:50
Pocket Guide to Rhododendron Species	 McQuire/Robinson	59:00	 50:00
Rock Garden Design and Construction	 NARGS	 25:00	 22:50
Saxifrages: A Definitive Guide	 M McGregor	 35:00	 31:50
Siberian Iris	 Currier McEwan	 25:00	 22:50
Smaller Perennials 	 Jack Elliott	 25:00	 22:50
Success with Rhododendrons and Azaelias	 H Edward Reiley	 17:99	 10:00
Tulips: Species and Hybrids	 Richard Witford	 25:00	 22:50
Water Features for Smaller Gardens	 K Davett	 22:50	 20:00
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